
 

    The Green Connection 
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Lowcountry Local First is now accepting applications for 
their Incubator Pilot Program for the 2010 growing sea-
son (March– November). Train as the next generation of 
local farmers, strengthen our local food economy, pre-
serve and steward our land, and effect the health of our 
economy. Please click here or http://lowcountrylocalfirst.org/programs/
Growing_New_Farmers 
for more information, and become a local hero.  
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Dear Green Community, 
 
Please come support the Charleston Green Plan in City 
Council Chambers on Tuesday, February 23rd at 5pm at 
City Hall which is located at 80 Broad Street. 
City Council will receive the plan for the City's use. Thank 
you for your continued support of the plan. 
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Date: Thursday May 20– Friday May 21  

Location: College of Charleston  

What: Our economy ought to be by the 
people and for the people. The BALLE 
conference will demonstrate how the new economy is being shaped at the grass-
roots level in local communities around North America. Join hundreds of entrepre-
neurs and business owners, BALLE network leaders, economic developers, local 
government representatives and community connectors, as we explore innovative 
best practices in growing community health and wealth. Click here or http://
livingeconomies.org/conference/2010-conference 
to find out more.  
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The Catawba-Wateree Basin joins the South 
Carolina wetlands as two of the ten most en-
dangered places in the southeast as identified 
by the Southern Environmental Law Center. 
Decisions by the Army Corps of Engineers that 
allowed wetlands to be destroyed without per-
mits and without mitigation are blamed for the 
degradation of the wetlands leading to loss of 
habitat, ecosystems that filter pollution, and 
absorb floodwaters.  Much of South Carolina’s 
wetlands are not protected by federal law 
leaving them susceptible to destruction. Click 
here  or here fhttp://
www.southernenvironment.org/about/top_10_2010/ 
or the full article and to find out what you can do to make a difference for the 
health of our natural ecosystems.  
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Solar Energy Initiatives plans to build a solar 
academy training center near the port. Solar 
Energy Initiatives will begin construction of 
Phase I of the project in the spring starting 
with a 6,000 square foot facility. The center 
will  provide a showcase for solar technology, 
training, distribution, and logistics. Eventu-
ally, the center aims to entice major manu-
facturers of residential and commercial sys-
tems. The center in Charleston joins solar 
parks located in Texas and California. The project received stimulus money to train 
local unemployed workers for energy installation and maintenance jobs.  To learn 
more click here or http://jacksonville.bizjournals.com/jacksonville/
stories/2010/02/08/daily15.html 
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Did you know that you are taxed every 
time you pump gas? It’s true, every time 
you pump gas the state collects 16.8 
cents per gallon and the federal govern-
ment collects 18.4 cents. This is an ac-
cepted tax needed to build roads and 
bridges, but it also funds the safe passage 
of foreign oil. 50% of the world’s oil is 
transported through 6 narrow passages, 
an attempt to close one of these could 
bring our economy to a halt. To reduce 
this risk, the military patrols these pas-
sages to ensure oil’s safe passage. At the 
end of the year, you will begin to have a 
choice in choosing electric and partially electric vehicles. We have enough off– 
peak  electric capacity to power 73% of our passenger and light duty truck fleet. For 

NOAA (The National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administra-
tion) has the answers to all of 
your burning questions regard-
ing global warming, climate 
change, harmful air toxics, just 
to name a few. 
www.climate.gov serves as the 
hub of information for everything you need to know to become an informed citizen. 
Click here or here http://www.climate.gov/ 
to learn now! 
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Date: April 17th, 2010  )��	�����	��	�)��	�����	��	�)��	�����	��	�)��	�����	��	�  

Time: 11:00 AM– 3:00 PM 

Location: Park Circle, North Charleston 

The purpose of the Earth Day Festival is 
to increase awareness about the Low-
country’s environmental issues, while 
celebrating Charleston’s environmental 
community and highlighting our chal-
lenges and successes. 

Visit http://www.charlestoncounty.org/
departments/solidwaste/earthday.htm 
for more information and highlights from last year’s hugely successful event! 




